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Peter Chaplin, a veteran of the Dog Section of Avon & Somerset Police, has many 
memories from his time with the police, but none stick in his mind as much as the five 
glorious years he spent with the ‘Hound from Hell’ – a legendary German Shepherd 
named Major. This book highlights some of the amazing criminal adventures that Peter 
and Major confronted together from 1979 to 1984.

Told using photographs, extracts from Peter’s diaries and tales and anecdotes from 
fellow officers, A Job with Bite will take you on a roller-coaster experience of crime-
fighting in the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s in and around  Bristol.

£1 from every sale of A Job with Bite will be donated to Bravo Working Dog Rescue.

About the Author
Peter Chaplin is sixty-three years of age and was born and 
bred in Bristol. He has been married to Linda for over forty 
years and they have four children and eight grandchildren. 
He has lived in Lockleaze, Bristol, for over fifty years.

Peter was in the police (Bristol then Avon & Somerset) 
for twenty-eight years, twenty of which were spent as a 
dog handler, based at Bower Ashton and Almondsbury 
Motorway. Since retiring in 1998 he has been involved 
with buildings and facilities, and for the past eleven years 
has been the manager of an office block in the centre of 
Bristol. Since 1989 Peter has been a born-again Christian 
and attends Westbury-on-Trym Baptist Church.

A Job with Bite is Peter’s first book.
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