Advance Information

Set in the thirteenth century, the kingdoms of England and France are struggling over
territory as the powerful Angevins threaten the French king. In regions far from Paris
local fiefdoms disregard all authority.
The Tangled Queen is the story of the little known and very young Isabella of
Angoulême who was abducted by King John in 1200. She became his second wife and
queen consort, aged 12. He was the most reviled king in English history and his lust for
her led to the loss of Normandy and the destruction of the Plantagenet Empire, which
then brought about the Magna Carta.
Isabella came of age in England, but was denied her place in court. Her story is full of
thwarted ambition, passion, pride and cruelty. She longed for power of her own and
returned to France after the death of John to live a life of treachery and intrigue…
About the Author
Erica Lainé was born in Southampton in 1943 and originally studied for the theatre at
the Arts Educational School in Tring. She worked as a library assistant in London and
trained as a speech and drama teacher before moving with her family to Hong Kong in
1977. Here she worked for the British Council for 20 years as a teacher and educational
project manager.

Since 1997 she has lived in South West France where she became interested in all sorts of
historical research and writing, as President of the Aquitaine Historical Society. This led
to a focus on Isabella of Angouleme and her life and times. The Aquitaine region is rich
in English and French history and Isabella is a person who was woven into both. Erica
has begun writing Part 2 of The Tangled Queen which will show how Isabella played all
sides against each other and how her intrigues became part of the beginning of the 100
Years War.
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