
EDITION 178  JAGUAR MAGAZINE86

WE HAVE NEVER READ A MOTORING BOOK LIKE THIS 
one.  Author Martin Shepherd is so dedicated to the memory 
of Jaguar’s 1950s racing son, and Britain’s first Formula 1 
World Champion Mike Hawthorn, that he wrote a book about 
him - but with a difference.
It is narrated in the first person from the mind of his fictional 
schoolmate and best friend!  Yes, the whole thing is lightly 
fictionalised - but everything is based on Mike’s life and the 
legendary things he did.
We must admit it took a few chapters to get used to fictional 
conversations from Lofty England, Peter Collins, Stirling 
Moss and, of course, Mike.  However, once the concept 
had taken hold subconsciously, the read was simply 
spellbinding. 
Most of us know just the basics about Mike, but author 
Shepherd undertook an astounding amount of research 
before he put his fingers near a keyboard.  He spoke with 
as many people who had an association with Mike as was 
possible given the fact Mike died early in 1959.
There is no ridiculous plot for this book, because we know 
Mike died young driving his factory-owned ‘Mk1’ racer on 
the roads close to his Surrey home and business.  It was just 
weeks after he had been crowned F1 World Champion, and 
had officially retired from racing.
Truthfully, his short life deserves to be recorded in a book 
like this and even a movie.  What he did was extraordinary.  

He was the quintessential blond haired playboy with a 
perfect smile and all the charm to go with that.
He played very hard, raced very hard, had tragedies 
including the loss of his father in a road accident, his best 
racing friend Peter Collins (above) at the Nurburgring, and 
more racing rivals than he could remember.
He had a very close association with Jaguar Cars, won Le 
Mans for the Company in 1955, but was also often wrongly 
blamed for that tragic accident there.  He was exonerated, 
and always treated like a son by Jaguar racing boss Lofty 
England - a much different character to Mike.
However, underlying all of that was the fact Mike was dying 
of kidney failure, and knew it.
His was to be a slow death, and a very painful one in an 
era before transplants or dialyses.  He had been told that 
perhaps he had only three years left to live, but covered his 
pain well.  When he was not taken in for two years National 
Service because of his publicly undisclosed complaint, he 
was derided vehemently by the press and others as being 
given favourable treatment.
There were complexities in his life including a very cold and 
hard mother, a secret son in France and a beautiful model 
fiancée he fell in love with late in his short life.  You can tell 
we enjoyed this book immensely, and are sure you will too.  
Contact the author at shephard@ecoagility.com to get your 
own copy, or go to iTunes for a digital version.
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