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Listen to a top quartet ringing chords, and the room will fill with harmonic overtones. And at a purely 
physical level, you could say that those harmonic overtones are themselves an independent voice.  
A fifth voice, so to speak. But that’s only part of the story. Any competent quartet can create a fifth 
voice, but very few find The  Fifth Voice. That’s something that goes beyond the physical. Something 
that comes from inside each of you. Something you have to search for.

The lives of four singers are far from harmonious. Danny’s marriage is on the rocks, while Vince 
is struggling with a debilitating illness. Henry is having a mid-life crisis, and Neil is at war with his 
father. But when they sing together none of that matters. Because something magical happens.

On a mission to compete against the best quartet singers in Britain, they turn to veteran enter-
tainer, Ken, who inspires them to discover a curious vocal technique called The Fifth Voice.

Over the course of a year and several adventures, they make discoveries about the power of music 
and friendship that help each of them shape the rest of their lives. And when they eventually find 
The Fifth Voice, they discover a prize much greater than the one they imagined.

The Fifth Voice is a poignant and comic tale of four lives and a single passion.

About the Author

Paul Connolly was born and brought up in Liverpool, and 
his first memory is hearing Help! by The Beatles at the age 
of five. After studying Biology at Manchester University 
he worked for many years as a technical author in the 
computer industry, the foundation of his writing career.

Paul sings bass with award-winning a cappella group The 
Royal Harmonics, which provided the inspiration for his 
debut novel, The Fifth Voice. He lives in Berkshire, visits 
Lundy Island as often as possible, supports Everton F.C., 
and has a grown-up daughter.
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