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P D Murphy is the first person to have repeated Laurie Lee’s entire 1935 journey through Spain (as 
described in Lee’s book, ‘As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning’). Murphy’s account of his own 
journey (made in 2012) sheds new light on the writings and life of the revered English writer – and is being 
published on the centenary of Laurie Lee’s birth. 
 

In the summer of 2012, P D Murphy’s life was falling apart. He needed to change things… to find some 
inspiration… he needed to walk out ….  
 

Almost 40 years earlier, as a 19-year-old drifter, Murphy had chanced upon a copy of Laurie Lee’s As I Walked Out 
One Midsummer Morning – Lee's classic account of his rite-of-passage journey, from his sleepy Cotswolds home 
to the adventure and romance of Spain in the year before the outbreak of Spain’s horrific civil war.  
 

Lee’s account brought Spain vividly to life for a generation of readers in the 1970s and, like so many others at the 
time, Murphy read the book and dreamed of ‘walking out’  in Lee’s footsteps down those white, dusty roads, 
lined by orange groves, all the way to Seville.  However, after a brief Iberian adventure, the young Murphy opted 
for the “safe” path, choosing marriage and a career in England over the tantalising romance of Spain. 
 

Decades later and now in his 50s, Murphy was facing the collapse of his marriage and his career.  In search of the 
spark that had captured his imagination as a young man, Murphy returned to his love of Lee and of Spain for 
inspiration and solace.  Promising himself that he would undertake the Spanish journey he had failed to complete 
as a young man, Murphy “walks out” across Spain to retrace the footsteps of his literary hero, Laurie Lee.   
 

Murphy walks from the Atlantic Ocean in the north all the way down to the Mediterranean Sea.  Physically and 
emotionally draining, his walk takes him across rivers and over mountains, from Vigo in Spain's green north, to 
Málaga in the sun-baked south, on the trail of the writer and the country he’d once fallen in love with. As well as 
challenging his physical endurance, it is also a journey that stretches to breaking point Murphy’s relationship with 
his literary hero Laurie Lee.  
 

Arriving in Málaga, tired and aching, Murphy concludes that:  a) in order to redeem ourselves sometimes we need 
to lay our heroes to rest;  b)  the psyche of a country, like that of an individual, is a complex evolving thing;  and  
c) we all deserve to give ourselves a second chance in life. 
 

Weaving memoir, biography and history As I Walked Out Through Spain in Search of Laurie Lee offers 
us fresh insights into Laurie Lee the man – and a colourful portrayal of today’s Spain.  
 
 

"Murphy has a long and deep personal connection with Spain  … His writing style is sensitive and full of pleasing 
images  … he ‘inhabits' his subject."  Philip Marsden, author of The Bronski House; The Levelling Sea 

Further details about the author & feature suggestions for the Laurie Lee Centenary appear overleaf >>> 
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AS I WALKED OUT THROUGH SPAIN IN SEARCH OF LAURIE LEE 
ONE MAN’S JOURNEY THROUGH SPAIN AND INTO THE TROUBLED SOUL OF A CLASSIC WRITER 

Publication Date: 26th JUNE 2014:  The Centenary of the Birth of Laurie Lee. 
 

Feature/discussion suggestions:   
 100 years since the birth of Laurie Lee:  the man and his legacy 

 75 Years since the end of The Spanish Civil War: What can today’s Europeans learn from the impact of Franco’s 
dictatorship?  

 Was Laurie Lee looking through rose-tinted-specs in his portrayal of 1930s Spain as vibrant, passionate and 
enchanting when this impoverished country was on the brink of civil war?   

 Spain - now and then:  Political upheaval, material progress and tourism have built modern-day Spain – but how 
much of the Spanish culture described by Lee still survives 80 years on?    

 Can travel mend a broken heart? Murphy “walked out” to explore Spain when his life hit an all-time low.  Is it best 
to stay and face your problems? Or can travel be the best therapy for an emotional crisis?  

 Has a book ever changed your life? Laurie Lee’s book, ‘As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning’ significantly 
altered the direction of Murphy’s life.  What books have changed the lives of your readers/listeners?  

 It’s never too late to fulfil the dreams of your youth? P D Murphy finally fulfilled his travel ambition in his late 50s – 
but just how realistic is it for most people to “walk out” on their money worries, responsibilities and careers?  

 They say you should never meet your heroes …. As P D Murphy learned more and more about his hero he began to 
“fall out of love” with Laurie Lee. Does learning more about an artist, musician, performer or writer enhance your 
enjoyment of their work – or leave you disillusioned?  

 Which writers should be studied in schools today? Laurie Lee’s book, Cider with Rosie, is often set for GCSE exams 
but is it still relevant?  

 Everyone adores my Dad but they don’t know the real him …. Laurie Lee is a national treasure – and yet, by many 
accounts he was a very difficult man at times.  His daughter went on record about her difficult relationship with her 
father.  How do people cope when the world idolises the public image of their famous father or mother? 

 
 

About the author: P D Murphy is a writer who has a special interest in Spain, its culture and 

people.  He has lived, studied and worked in Spain, through seminal events such as the death of 
Franco in 1975 and an attempted coup in 1981, orchestrated in part by his landlord at the time, a 
Lieutenant General in the Spanish army. As I Walked Out Through Spain in Search of Laurie Lee is his 
first book. It is the first of a trilogy of books about Spain and Writers. Paul has a BA Honours in 
Spanish Studies and in November 2012 was awarded an MA (Distinction) in Professional Writing 
from Falmouth University. Murphy studied with the Faber Academy Creative Writing School. He 
writes regularly for Travel and Lifestyle magazines and frequently speaks on Spanish issues at 
conferences. He is speaking at the British Library conference in 2014 on Spain Through British Eyes. 

Follow P D Murphy on twitter:  @hotspurman   Read his blog: www.thelittlesummerofthequince.wordpress.com 
Visit his website (launching May 2014): www.insearchoflaurielee.com 
 

UK Regional Interest:  P D Murphy: Oxfordshire:  P. D. Murphy lives in Dorchester-on-Thames; Murphy was born and 

educated in London and continued his studies in Portsmouth and Falmouth. He has worked in Worcestershire, Cornwall and 

North-East Wales.  Laurie Lee:  Gloucestershire: The Stroud Valley village of Slad, just north of Stroud, a few miles south of 

Gloucester and a few miles northwest of Cirencester; on the edge of The Cotswolds.  
 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: LAURIE LEE CENTENARY 26th June 2014:   
Laurie Lee, the celebrated author, screenwriter and poet, was born on 26

th
 June 1914 in Stroud 

(Gloucestershire) and was brought up in the nearby village of Slad.  Laurie Lee published 
numerous books and collections of poetry but his most famous work is his autobiographical 
trilogy which includes: Cider with Rosie (1959) describing his early life in the village of Slad; As I 
Walked Out One Midsummer Morning (1969) describing his travels in Spain during the build-up 
to the Spanish Civil War in the early 1930s; & A Moment of War (1991) describing fighting as a 
republican volunteer during the Spanish Civil War. (His account is disputed by some). Many of 
Laurie Lee’s books are being reissued during 2014 to mark the centenary of his birth and a 
number of events are taking place to mark his life. In the 1960s Laurie Lee and his wife returned 
to Slad, the village of his childhood. He died in 1997 and is buried in the churchyard at Slad. 
Further info about the Laurie Lee Centenary can be found at: www.laurielee.org                                       Photo ©Sandra Lousada 
 

Media opportunities:  Wonderful photos available. Extracts/serialisation. P D Murphy is available for interviews 
.    

To request a review copy, request photos or to be put in touch with P D Murphy, please contact  
Elly Donovan PR    elly@ellydonovan.co.uk     tel:  0790 508 7779 / 01273 205 246   www.ellydonovan.co.uk    
twitter: @EllyDonovanPR   facebook.com/Elly Donovan   Linked-In: Elly Donovan PR 
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